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Apart from these religious observances, special worships in various forms like the hdmas,
arcanas (there are many such occasions during whteh worship is offered through bilva leaves,
kumkum, wick-lights, etc.) to coincide with auspicious days.
PILGRIMAGES
Pilgrimages to holy shrines, either to fulfil vows or to visit for a darsan are very common.
Pilgrims flock In large numbers during festive occasions of the god or goddess of the particular
temple or on other general festival days. As far as Andhra is concerned, the most-visited
temple Is that of Lord Venkateswara at Tirumala-Tirupati. In fact, it attracts pilgrims from all
over India and even abroad, Lord Venkateswara (Balaji) is considered as a manifestation of
Lord Vishnu, in recent years temples for Venkateswara have come up at innumerable places
both in India and abroad, especially where south Indians reside.
Satyanarayana or Satya Deva, another manifestation of Vishnu, is worshipped on all
auspicious occasions including marriages and entering into newly-constructed houses. The
most famous shrine for Satynarayana is at Annavaram. Sri Rama's is the most popular
incarnation worshipped all over Andhra. The temple at Bhadrachalam is the most ancient
and famous shrine of Sri Rama. There are no specific temples for Sri Krishna, though he is
worshipped in the form of Venugopala Swamy. Andhra is specially rich in Narasimha Swamy
temples. Simhachalam, Mangalaglri, Ahobilam, Yadagirigutta, Antarvedi and Vedadri are some
important places for the worship of Nrislmha. It is interesting to note that almost all the shrines
of Narasimha Swamy are located either on the top of the hills or in deep forests. There is
one temple for Kurma (tortoise) Incarnation of Vishnu at Sri Kurmam in northern Andhra. In
Arasavelli, also in north Andhra, there is a temple for the Sun-god, but he is worshipped as
Surya-Narayana.
Among the most-visited Saiva temples are those at Sri Sailam (Mallikarjuna), Sri Kalahasti
(Sri Kalahasteeswara), Vemulavada (Rajarajeswara), Daksharamam (Bhimeswara), Amaravati
(Amareswara) and Kotappakonda (Koteeswara). Among the par/vara-gods, Veerabhadra is
worshipped In separate temples also. Mudigonda, Bontapalli, Lepakhsi and other places have
such temples. Qanapathl is most populalry worshipped for any beginning of a ceremony or
an event, though exclusive shrines for him are not widely found.
As temples were favoured as places of worship, during the medieval times, one can find
the practice of constructing a temple for one main deity and also providing smaller shrines for
other parA/Sra-gods (gods associated with the main deity : his consort, sons, chief devotees
or other manifestations -of the god). This principle is further extended in modern times
specially to suit the convenience of the various sections of the city dwellers by constructing
temple compltxas1 wherein a number of gods and goddesses of all the important faiths are
worshipped at orw place. Apart from the Saiva and Vaishnava deities, these complexes also
provide for the worship of Hanuman and Navagrahas (the nine planets). As such complexes
are mostly buHt by setters of other regions of the country, their favourite deities also find
representation. Among such deities are found Ayyppa, Skanda and the like.